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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/008927 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



□ 



m% filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

„ , filed with the demand 



pages 



„, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

4-D 



contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

□ 



the drawings, sheets/fig m 



5 I"! This report nas Deen es tebl isned as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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PCT/JP03/08927 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement '"" — 

Novelty (N) Claims _____ 1- 2 Q YES 

Cla >ms N0 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 9 _ 17 Y£a 

Claims 1-8, 18-20 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims U2Q yES 

Claims — ^ 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1 : JP, 2003-149664 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 21 May, 2003 
Document 2: US, 6128061 A (Lee et al.), 03 October 2000 
Document 3: US, 6233034 Bl (Lee et al.), 15 May, 2001 
Document 4: US, 2002/ 1867 Al (Sung et al.), 03 January, 2002 
Document 5: JP, 11-101992 A (Sharp Corp.), 13 April, 1999 
Document 6: US, 6281952 Bl (Okamoto et al.), 28 August, 2001 

The subject matter of 1 to 2, 4, and 18 to 20 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
document 1 and document 2. Adopting the electrode structure disclosed in document 2 (column 1 1 
line 5 to column 12, line 4, and Fig. 1 6) for an area among the electrode structures disclosed in ' 
document 1 (paragraphs 0066 to 0070, Fig. 9) wherein the counter-electrode is a reflective-type 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art. ' 

The subject matter of claim 3 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of document 1 and 
2 and document 3 and 4 cited in the ISR. Making an entire counter-electrode from a translucent 
member is widely known (for example, refer to document 3, column 20, line 25 to column 21, line 18 
i «. i g ' 15; document 4 ' Paragraphs 0005 to 0007, and Fig. 2), and forming an entire counter- 
electrode from a translucent member would be easy for a person skilled in the art. 

The subject matter of claims 5 to 8 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of document 5 
and document 6 cited in the ISR. Increasing the cell thickness of a reflective region to be larger than 
that of a transmissive region by varying the thickness of an insulation film on an electrode is widely 
known (for example, refer to document 5, (paragraphs 0057 to 0063, Fig. 10), document 6 (column 18 
me 21 to column 20, line 14, Fig. 1), and increasing the cell thickness of a reflective region to be 
larger than that of a transmissive region by varying the thickness of an insulation film on an electrode 
in the invention of document 1 wherein the electrode structure of document 2 is employed would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art. In addition, the specific thickness of an insulation film and the cell 
thickness of a transmissive region and a reflective region respectively could be designed easily by a 
person skilled m the art. J J 

The subject matter of claims 9 to 17 is neither described in any of the documents cited in the ISR nor 
obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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